EISENSTAEDT AND THE EMPEROR—1955

Ethiopia, 20 Vears After
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ET“I“FI“ CONTINUED

RULER'S POIMP
AND PROGRESS

Haile Selassie I seems always out personally
working to change Ethiopia. When streets are
to be paved, he swings the first pick. He lays
cornerstones, dedicates buildings, keeps after
projects until they are well launched.

But while pushing his people into a new age
the emperor is careful to observe old traditions.
He moves about in regal splendor designed to
build enthusiasm among his people. Because
Ethiopians believe that for royalty “sitting is
a secret thing,” a screen is placed in front of
the emperor’s chair before he takes it. The

R

screen is taken away after he has sat down. IN 1935 EMPEROR ATTENDED ST. GEORGE'S DAY RITES UNDER ROYAL UMBRELLA WHICH HE HAS SINCE DISCARDED
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PAST MODERN FACADE OF POWER COMPANY BUILDING IN ADDIS ABABA TRADITIONALLY MOUNTED ESCORT RIDES WHITE CHARGERS IN EMPEROR’S ANNIVERSARY PROCESSIOF

A (ELEBRATION, A (ONSTITUTION



In the opening days of November, Emperor
Haile Selassie I celebrated the silver anniver-
sary of his coronation with pomp, pageantry,
prayer and the sharpest shove he has thus far
given his country into the free world.

First he rode through the newly modernized
streets of his capital to the ancient Cathedral
of St. George, where 11 robed and mitred bish-
ops of the Ethiopian Church sang a thanks-
giving Communion service and Archbishop
Basilios, head of the 1,600-vear-old church,
hailed him as a great monarch worthy of
his people’s love. Priests pounded kabards (re-
ligious drums) and choirs chanted his praises.
As he returned to the palace, tribesmen leaped
in spear dances in the streets, beginning a joy-
ous night of Ethiopian frolic and fun.

Next day, from the imperial box above the
hall of parliament, Haile Selassie gave Ethi-
opia his jubilee present—a constitution limit-
ing his own powers and granting the people the
vote and a liberal bill of rights. Tt was the prod-
uct of six years’ consullalions with his Ethi-
opian and European advisers. It was linked with
a massive new measure codifying Ethiopia’s
laws, civil, criminal and maritime. On these
works, perhaps as much as on his brave and
dramatic stand against Benito Mussolini, the
proud little emperor, King of Kings, Conquer-
ing Lion of Judah, Elect of God and Defender
of the Faith, based much of his hope for re-
membrance in the history books of the future.

IN ROBES OF STATE Empress Menen and Emper-
or Haile Selassie I arrive at St. George Cathedral

for the services of thanksgiving, The emperor’s cock-
ade is topped by the imperial lion’s mane plume,
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COURTIER in the dress
of olden times strolls out-
side the cathedral waiting
for the imperial family’s
arrival. His costume is
that traditionally worn by
the lord chamberlains in
the service of the throne.




WARRIOR in gala dress
traditional in the cou :1ry
wears a lion’s manc cape
and headdress. While the
army is being modernized,
spears, shields and glitter-
ing saddlery are still pride
of the fighting tribesmen.

THE ABUNA Basilios, the
archbishop and head of
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presided at the silver ju-
bilee church service. He
is only man in the country
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IN THE PARLIAMENT the emperor, speaking trom his box high above the

rostrum, proclaims constitution. Officials stand facing parliament membe









